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With a relaxing, intimate atmosphere, exceptional fine dining and attentive personal service, The Reefs is consistently 
recognized as one of the world’s best hotels. 
 
Caribbean Travel + Life 

� Reader’s Choice Awards, #2 Best Small Hotel (2007) 
 
Condé Nast Johansens 

� Most Excellent Hotel, Top 3 among Atlantic, Caribbean and Pacific Islands (2007) 
 
Condé Nast Traveler 

� Gold List: World’s Best Places to Stay (1997 – 2010) 
� Reader's Choice Awards: Best in the World (1997 – 2009), #1 Resort in the Atlantic (2009) 

 
Forbes Traveler 

� Forbes Traveler 400, World’s Very Best Hotels and Resorts (2007 – 2008) 
 
Travel + Leisure 

� 500 Greatest Hotels in the World (2003 – 2006, 2008 – 2010) 
� World’s Best Awards  

- Top 25 Hotels in the Caribbean, Bermuda and Bahamas (1998 – 2009) 
- World’s Best Hotels for Service, Top 10 in the Caribbean, Bermuda and Bahamas (2003 – 2005, 2008 – 2009) 
          *Voted #1 in 2003 
- World’s Best Hotel Value in the Caribbean, Bermuda and Bahamas (2001 - 2005) 
           *Voted #1 Hotel Worth the Splurge: More than $400 a Night in 2003, 2004 and 2005  
- World’s Best Family Resort in the Caribbean, Bermuda and Bahamas, Travel + Leisure Family 50 (2003, 2005) 
- World’s Best Hotel Restaurant (2002 – 2003) 
- World’s Best Hotel Food in the Caribbean, Bermuda and Bahamas (2001) 

 
Celebrated Living (American Airlines’ Premium Class publication) 

� Readers’ Choice Platinum List, One of only two Caribbean hotels selected for Editor’s Choice of Top 20 Hotels (2008) 
 
The Bermudian Magazine 

� Best of Bermuda Gold Awards 
- Best Manicure/Pedicure, La Serena Spa (2009) 
- Best Day Spa, La Serena Spa (2005) 
- Best Alfresco Dining, Ocean Echo Restaurant (2001, 2003, 2006) 
- Best Sunday Brunch, (2000 – 2003, 2006, 2008) 
- Best Place to Fall in Love, Coconuts Restaurant  (2001) 
- Building Design Award (2001) 

 
100 Best Romantic Resorts of the World (5th Edition, 2005) – Katharine Dyson  

� One of the “100 Best Romantic Resorts of the World” 
 

Gourmet Magazine 
� “Top 2 Resorts on the Island of Bermuda” (1999) 
� “Rooms at the Top” and “Best of Show” (1998) 

 
      
 
Media Contact: 
Julie Harper, Madigan Pratt & Associates, (757) 645-3113, julie@madiganpratt.com 
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Built around the ruins of a 1680 farmhouse at Christian Bay, Southampton, and originally owned by Marmaduke Dando, The 
Reefs Beach Club, as it was known, opened its doors in 1947. It was the first cabana-style beach resort in Bermuda. 
 
At its opening, The Reefs had the traditional Bermudian roof-wetting celebration in which Black Bermuda Rum is used to 
“christen” the new structure. Several copies of the September 13, 1947 local newspaper and five British shillings, together 
with a copy of the Companies Act, were sealed into a secret chamber in a chimney. By November, construction was 
completed on the main clubhouse and twenty-four cabanas. 
 
With its distinctive white Bermudian roofs – Mark Twain called them the “icing on the cake” – and its salmon pink walls, The 
Reefs quickly became a popular stopping off point on Bermuda’s south shore. Over the years, The Reefs expanded to enhance 
the guest experience and remain at the forefront of hospitality.  
 
Between the early 1970’s and mid 1980s, The Reefs began updating the property. The original cabanas were demolished and 
replaced by new guest accommodations, the first pool was created, and dining venues – the main clubhouse and bar, dining 
room, the Sand Bar, Coconuts and Conservatory dining room – were updated.  
 
A new deck at Caso’s Point – named for a guest who stayed 128 times at The Reefs – was inaugurated in August 2000 and 
rebuilt in 2004.  (The Reefs has a repeat guest rate of 50 percent and goes as high as 60 percent in the summer.)  
 
The Reefs first major renovations, a $5 million investment, began in the early 2000’s. Twelve spacious suites that are still 
available today were added along with comprehensive in-room entertainment systems. The main dining venue was updated 
and changed from the Clubhouse Restaurant to Grill 56.  
 
Always ahead of trends, The Reefs constructed Bermuda’s first freshwater infinity pool in 2001. And in 2004, breaking with a 
50-year tradition, The Reefs changed to “smart casual,” meaning ties or jackets are no longer required at dinner. The following 
year, the Sand Bar was renovated into a semi-circular design jutting out from the coral cliff toward the ocean.  
 
The Reefs celebrated its 60th anniversary year in 2007 with the commencement of $55 million in renovations for new dining, 
new spa and new private residences at The Reefs Club. In April 2008, The Reefs unveiled the first phase of the renovation with 
a new lobby, expanded bar and lounge with a new terrace. In summer 2008, The Reefs debuted its two new restaurants – 
Royston’s and Ocean Echo – and a multi-million dollar kitchen enhancement. (The new restaurants replaced Grill 56 and the 
Conservatory.) Ocean Echo has a distinctly Bermudian feel with 180-degree sweeping ocean views and terrace dining, while 
Royston’s has the feel of a classic supper club.  
 
The Reefs Club welcomed its first owners in July 2009. With only 19 luxurious, fully-furnished two- and three-bedroom 
beachfront residences available on a fractional ownership basis, this private club blends the benefits of vacation home 
ownership with the amenities and services of The Reefs. As part of the completion of The Reefs Club, The Reefs reopened the 
new La Serena Spa. More than four times larger than before, the new La Serena Spa has eight treatment rooms, including a 
dual massage suite, and a stunning relaxation room offering panoramic views of the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
Today, The Reefs consists of 64 guest accommodations all with views of the resort’s secluded pink sand beach and turquoise 
ocean waters. Guests can relax and enjoy amenities including an infinity pool, La Serena Spa, two bars, three restaurants (in 
season), two tennis courts and a fitness centre.  
 
Throughout its history, The Reefs has been committed to offering guests a relaxing Bermuda experience where they can “feel 
perfectly at ease.” Facilities and amenities are improved to cater to the affluent traveler’s ever-changing needs, but the guest 
experience remains the same. Guests return year after year for The Reefs intimate atmosphere, exceptional fine dining and 
attentive personal service delivered by its dedicated staff members. 
 
As a result of these distinct features, The Reefs is consistently recognized as one of the world’s best hotels by leading travel 
industry publications including Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler. 


